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sow may be observed to strain in an attempt to rid herself of this material. The failure of the sow to eat and the foul-smelling discharge from the vagina should enable one to recognize this disease. If nothing is done to relieve the animal, death often follows from exhaustion or general blood-poisoning.
Treatment
Metritis requires the attention of a veterinarian. This is especially true when the life of a valuable breeding animal is at stake. Keeping in mind that expert help is always indicated, the following suggestions are made as an emergency treatment only. Before the animal can recover, the womb must be emptied and then washed or douched with a mild antiseptic solution. The hand of the operator should be carefully washed and greased before it is inserted into the uterus. When this is done, the hand is inserted gently and any portions of retained afterbirth removed. The uterus should then be flushed with any mild household antiseptic. In preparing the solution always follow the directions given on the label of the container. A six-foot length of rubber tubing and an ordinary funnel will serve for the douching outfit. The tube should be sterilized by boiling before insertion into the animal. One end of the tubing is carried into the animal by hand. An assistant slips the funnel into the other end of the tubing and pours in the antiseptic solution. Repeat the treatment daily until the discharge ceases. Avoid the use of too strong disinfectants, because they will do more harm than good.
GARGET OR  MAMMITIS
Garget is an inflammation of the udder. It is usually caused by germs which gain entrance through the teats. The habits and living conditions of sows make it comparatively easy for germs to enter, because the udder is in almost constant contact with mud and filth. Even with such excellent chances for infection, brood sows are only rarely